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For Immediate Release - Audio Available Now!

 

This release is especially prepared for broadcast purposes and contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your on-air use.  Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files.  While online your media player should automatically open and play the file which you can then download to your hard drive.
 

Click Here For Complete Report:   


 NRECA English Story (1:58)
Outcue: ". . . reporting from San Diego."
 
Individual sound bite links in text of release. 
	 
	FOR MORE INFORMATION:

	NRECA CHIEF WARNS OF ADMINISTRATION PLAN TO INCREASE ELECTRICITY TAXES AND REDUCE RELIABILITY IN CO-OP COMMUNITIES

	Patrick Lavigne, Eleanor Miller
NRECA Newsroom, February 27-March 2

(619) 525-6270

	
	


SAN DIEGO, CA, February 28, 2005 – The chief executive officer of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association is warning that federal budget initiatives currently under debate would significantly increase taxes and reduce reliability for members of privately owned electric cooperatives.

In his annual address at the 63rd NRECA Annual Meeting in San Diego, Glenn English told co-op representatives that the Bush administration's budget proposal would raise the rates charged by Power Marketing Administrations by 12 billion dollars, asking co-ops and municipal utilities to pay higher rates for power from dams that they helped to build.  

"Sixty years ago, this nation started building dams all across the country to deal with flood control problems.  And as a way of paying for those dams, the federal government decided it would sell power to local communities.  The federal government needed the local communities to commit to pay more than what was the market rate.  The people in the communities recognized that this was something very important, so electric cooperatives agreed to pay more than market rates to help get those dams built."  [image: image1.png]


NRECA English Cut 1
 (:36)

English says the administration budget would forget that history and impose what amounts to a back-door tax on the preference customers who built and paid for the facilities.

"The preference customers paid for those dams with higher than market rates when the government needed the money to construct those dams.  Not only have they paid for the cost of constructing those dams, they continue to pay today for additional improvements to the areas and plans for irrigation and flood control and environmental needs of the whole region.  But, Mr. President, we will not agree to a 12 billion dollar tax increase on the preference customers of this nation."  [image: image2.png]


 NRECA English Cut 2
 (:32)
English encourages electric cooperative customers nationwide to contact their congressional representatives to oppose this budget proposal. 

           More than 12,000 representatives from cooperative electric utilities across the nation are attending the NRECA Annual Meeting, this week in San Diego.  NRECA is the national service organization that represents the nation’s more than 900 private, not-for-profit, consumer-owned electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to more than 37 million people in 47 states.

# # #
This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
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